
2014 Flexibility Rule Impacts EHR Technology Requirements 
 
On August 29th, the Centers for Medicaid and Medicare Services (CMS) and the Office of the 
National Coordinator for Health IT (ONC) announced the 2014 Flexibility Rule granting Eligible 
Professionals, Eligible Hospitals, and Critical Access Hospitals additional flexibility in how they 
use certified EHRs to meet Meaningful Use requirements in 2014. 
 
While MEDITECH is not able to advise customers on how to utilize this ruling, we have 
provided a detailed analysis below to aid your organization in making an informed decision. If 
your organization plans to take advantage of the CEHRT options, it is important that you 
read the 2014 Flexibility Rule in its entirety, discuss any attestation decisions with 
your legal department, and document decisions made for auditing purposes. Please 
note MEDITECH’s inpatient and ambulatory products have achieved 2014 Edition Certification 
to meet EHR Incentive Program requirements. To date, both Eligible Hospitals and Eligible 
Professionals have achieved successful Stage 1 and Stage 2 attestations using the 
MEDITECH 2014 Edition certified software release.  
 
CMS has defined the following options for Eligible Providers and Eligible Hospitals who feel 
they are unable to fully implement 2014 Edition CEHRT for an EHR reporting due to delays in 
the availability of 2014 Edition CEHRT. The criteria for reporting using these options requires 
that providers attest to the objectives and measures supported by their CEHRT based on the 
2011 Edition, 2014 Edition, or a combination of 2011 and 2014 edition software. As seen in 
the chart below, the edition of CEHRT determines the flexibility of using Stage 1 2013 
criteria, Stage 1 2014 criteria or the Stage 2 2014 criteria, as well as the CQMs specified for 
each edition/Stage. There are no options to attest to a mixed set of objectives or to split 
the CQM reporting from the option selected.  
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The ruling provides guidance for attesting hospitals and providers who are uncertain if they 
would be able to utilize the flexibility provided in the 2014 Flexibility Rule. Specifically, CMS 
defines that a provider is only eligible to utilize these options for CEHRT if unable to fully 
implement the 2014 Edition CEHRT for an EHR reporting period in 2014 due to issues related 
to 2014 Edition CEHRT availability delays. The ruling also cites several examples of when a 
provider would or would not be able to take advantage of these flexibility options. In the 
table below, we have provided specific examples taken directly from the 2014 Flexibility Rule 
(pages 52920-52922). We encourage you to reference the full text for a more detailed 
explanation of each of these examples. 
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The choice to utilize the options finalized in this ruling are at the discretion of the attesting 
provider/organization. The ruling states, “The options outlined in the 2014 Flexibility Rule may 
be used only by providers who are unable to fully implement 2014 Edition CEHRT for an EHR 
reporting due to delays in the availability of 2014 Edition CEHRT.” CMS specifies throughout 
the ruling that “providers utilizing the options proposed would be required to attest that they 
were unable to fully implement 2014 Edition CEHRT for a full EHR reporting period in 2014 due 
to delays in 2014 Edition CEHRT availability.”  
 
The ruling clarified that “providers who have fully implemented 2014 Edition CEHRT must 
attest to the objectives and measures for their stage of meaningful use for an EHR reporting 
period in 2014.”  In addition, the use of 2014 CEHRT must be utilized during the entire 2015 
reporting period as previously defined in the Stage 2 Final Rule and was reiterated in the 
2014 Flexibility Rule. MEDITECH believes that attesting for Meaningful Use using the 2014 
criteria positions your organization for success during the upcoming full year of reporting in 
2015 and that it is CMS’ intent that you pursue attestation to the 2014 criteria unless you 
explicitly meet one of the flexibility criteria outline above. 
 
Stay connected to the Regulatory page for the latest Meaningful Use updates. If you have 
any questions or concerns, please contact your HCIS/ACS Coordinator or send an e-mail to 
the ARRA group at MEDITECH. 
 
For further information please utilize the CMS contacts listed in the 2014 Flexibility Rule: 
 
Elizabeth Holland 
Director HIT Initiatives Group 
CMS, Office of eHealth Standards and Services 
(410) 786–1309  
 
Elisabeth Myers 
Policy and Outreach Lead 
HIT Initiatives Group 
CMS, Office of eHealth Standards and Services 
(410) 786-4751 
 
Elise Sweeney Anthony 
Senior Policy Advisor for Meaningful Use 
Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
(202) 475–2485 
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